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Spurred on by the lack of progress under the 1998 WTO’s Work Programme on E-Commerce and the demands
of an increasingly data-driven economy, selected WTO Members launched the negotiations on the Joint
Statement Initiative (JSI) on E-Commerce at the side lines of the WTO Ministerial Conference (MC) in 2017.
Throughout the intense negotiations, the participating Members have made numerous submissions on the
various rights and obligations that they would like to take upon in a future agreement on e-commerce. Some
issues, like those in the domain of digital trade facilitation, have had swift support. Yet, thornier issues, like
notably those linked to cross-border data flows, have fallen victim to diverging approaches. This webinar gives
us an opportunity to take stock and discuss what has been achieved and what the sticking points of the JSI are,
taking also into consideration the state of affairs after MC12 and the dynamic landscape of digital trade
rulemaking in bilateral and regional free trade agreements.

PANEL PARTICIPANTS
Mira Burri
Mira is Professor of International Economic and Internet
Law at the Faculty of Law of the University of Lucerne,
Switzerland. She is currently the principal investigator in the
project ‘Trade Law 4.0’ (ERC Consolidator Grant 2021–
2026), which hosts this webinar. Mira has edited the
publications Trade Governance in the Digital Age (CUP
2012) and Big Data and Global Trade Law (CUP 2021).

Martín Molinuevo

Lee Tuthill

Martín is an expert in international economic law with a
special interest in trade in services and digital trade. As a
Senior Counsel at the World Bank and lead for the Digital
Trade work program, he advises governments of
developing countries on trade and investment policy. Martín
is also an Adjunct Professor at American University, where
he lectures on International Trade Law.

Lee Tuthill is currently a Visiting Fellow with the Institute for
International Trade of the University of Adelaide focusing on
digital trade policy. She worked at the WTO until 2021 on
services trade and GATS rules. While there, she was
responsible for telecommunications/ICT, emerging
technologies and digital trade. She continues advisory work
on how ICT and e-commerce relate to the GATS and other
trade agreements.

Cherise Valles

Nigel Cory

Cherise is Deputy Director at the Advisory Centre on WTO
Law (ACWL). She has assisted ACWL developing country
Members in dozens of dispute settlement proceedings
before WTO panels and the Appellate Body. She has
drafted hundreds of legal opinions on the various WTO
agreements. She developed the ACWL training programme
and has taught at all the courses.

Nigel is an associate director covering trade policy at the
Information Technology and Innovation Foundation. He
focuses on cross-border data flows, data governance,
intellectual property, and how they each relate to digital
trade and the broader digital economy. He has provided inperson testimony and written submissions and has
published reports and op-eds relating to these issues
internationally. He has also completed research projects for
international bodies.
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